BYLAWS OF THE DEKALB COUNTY HORSMEN’S ASSOCIATION

ARTICLE I MISSION:   Our mission is to provide for all citizens and our members quality, economical events involving the use, care and history of Draft Animals for educational, public service and social purposes.  We will attain these goals through the hard work and efforts of our members, committees, Officers and Directors in cooperation with local businesses, organizations and the general public.

 ARTICLE II PURPOSE:   The DeKalb County Horsemen’s Association is organized exclusively for charitable, educational and public service purposes within the meaning of section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.

 ARTICLE III  MEMBERSHIP:

Anyone may become of a member in good standing of the Association by paying the required annual dues as set forth by the Membership and attend regular meetings and events of the Association.  

ARTICLE IV ELECTIONS:

Any member in good standing for a period of four years or more may be nominated as an Officer and any member in good standing for a period of two years or more may be nominated as a Director of the Association at the annual meeting held in January of each year.  Nominations shall be made and seconded from the floor during open nominations for each Office or Directorship.  The nominee must be present and willing to serve in said capacity for the term of one year.

ARTICLE V  OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS:
The Officers of the Association shall consist of:
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The President of said Association shall preside over all meetings of the Association and Executive Committee off such Association and has general charge of the affairs and business of  the Association including the enforcement of any and all By-Laws.    

The Vice President of said Association shall preside of all meetings of the Association in the absence of the President and shall have the same authority at said meetings as the President.

The Secretary/Treasurer of said Association shall retain custody of all minutes, records, financial accounts and monies of the Association.  The Secretary/Treasurer shall maintain an accurate record of all business conducted at official meetings and pay all debts of the Association as approved and directed by the Officers, Directors and voting Membership of the Association.  
The Secretary/Treasurer shall prepare an annual report of the business of the Association which may be audited by the Executive Committee upon their request. 

Directors – (three positions) of said Association are members of the Executive Committee and shall have the authority to make decisions and recommendations to the voting membership as needed regarding the general business of the Association.
ARTICLE Va:   EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

The Executive Committee of the Association shall consist of the President, Vice-President, Secretary/Treasurer and three (3) Directors.  A majority of the Executive Committee must be present to constitute a quorum. The President shall provide over Executive Committee meetings, however he/she shall not vote on any motions made except for the purpose of breaking a tie due to the absence of a Committee member(s).  The Executive Committee shall have the authority to vote on and recommend specific actions to the voting Membership regarding the general business of the Association.  The Executive Committee shall have the right to act on behalf of the voting membership in emergency situations regarding the business of the Association.

ARTICLE VI:  MEETINGS:
Meetings of the Association shall be held on a regular basis as recommended by the President with approval of the voting Membership.  An annual meeting shall be held each January for the purpose of conducting general business and election of Officers and Directors.  The President 
 

shall have the authority to convene a meeting of the voting Membership as required to conduct the business of the Association.  
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A QUORUM at any annual, regular or special meeting of the Association shall consist of at least one Director, two Officers and twenty (20) percent of the voting Membership.  No proxy voting is allowed at any meetings.
ARTICLE VII  BYLAWS:  Any by-laws of the Association may be modified or annulled by a majority vote of at least two-thirds of the voting Membership present at two consecutive regular or special meetings of the Association.   
ARTICLE VIII  INDEBTEDNESS:   No indebtedness shall be contracted or liabilities incurred by this Association without first being approved by a two-thirds majority vote of the  Members, Officers and Directors present at two consecutive meetings.
ARTICLE IX   COMPENSATION:   No part of the net earnings of the Association shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons except that the Association shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in the purpose clause hereof.   

ARTICLE  X  PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES:   No activities shall be permitted to be carried out by the Association which are not permitted by an association exempt from federal income tax pursuant to any present or future United States Internal Revenue Law.
     No substantial part of the activities of the Association shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the Association shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.

     Not withstanding any other provision of this document, the Association shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by an organization exempt from federal income tax under section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any 
future federal tax code, or (b) by an organization, contributions to which are deductible under
 170 (c) (2) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.
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ARTICLE XI: MEMBERSHIP REVOCATION:  Any membership in the Association may be

terminated for just cause by a majority vote of the members present at two consecutive meetings of the Association.  Just cause for revocation of membership is hereby defined as but not limited to:  non-payment of dues for a period in excess of one year, conduct of the member in question that is not keeping within the purpose or mission of the Association, a conviction for a crime in violation of any state or federal criminal code, personal conduct that reflects unfavorably on the Association or for just cause as determined by a majority of the voting membership.  

     Within ten days of membership revocation, the affected member shall be notified via certified U.S.Mail that his/her membership has been revoked and the effective date thereof.  Said notice shall also inform the member of the just cause specified for the membership revocation.
ARTICLE XII  DISSOLUTION:  In the event that the Association should at any time vote to dissolve, the residual assets of the Association will be turned over to one or more organizations which themselves are exempt as organizations described in sections 501 (c) (3) and 170 ( c ) (2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 or corresponding sections of any prior or future Internal Revenue Code, or to the Federal, State or local government for exclusive public purpose.  Said formal dissolution shall not take place until such time as all property owned by the Association has been disposed of pursuant to the direction of a majority vote of the voting members of the Association and in compliance with the Internal Revenue Service Code. 
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These by-laws of the DeKalb County Horsemen’s Association are hereby approved and adopted in accordance with the above stated rules and are effective this 5th day of January, 2009.

By:  Lynn Robinson,      President

                               Myron Stackhouse, Vice President

                               Mark Carunchia,      Secretary/Treasurer


       William Knott,         Director

                               Richard Griffis,        Director

                               James Koehl,            Director
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